
Kazakhstan entered into the Customs 
Union with Russia and Belarus on July 
1, 2011, and this decision played a 
crucial role in determining the country’s 
foreign trade policy. On January 1, 
2015, the Customs Union transformed 
into the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU) implying a greater importance 
of economic integration and trade liber-
alization between the member states.  
In this respect, Kazakhstan’s member-
ship to the EAEU has to be seriously 
taken into account by her neighbors in 
tackling with Kazakhstan’s trade policy. 
Some of Central Asian countries have 
eagerly expressed their intention to take 
part in the EAEU. Particularly, Kyrgyz-
stan applied for the membership to the 
EAEU in 2014, but due to the time lag 
associated with technical and bureau-
cratic issues, its official accession was 
postponed until May 1, 2015. Tajikistan 
has been considering the consequenc-
es of being a member of the EAEU. 
However, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 
officially expressed their unwillingness 
to be members of the EAEU in 2014. 
Despite the fact that Uzbekistan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan 
are regional neighbors of Kazakhstan, 
the volume of trade with these countries 
comprise about $4 332 million, which is 
only 3,6% of Kazakhstan’s total trade. 
Nevertheless, trade volume with these 
countries has been increasing. Uzbeki-
stan has been the most important trade 
partner of Kazakhstan among the Cen-
tral Asian countries. This country’s 
share in total trade with Kazakhstan is 
nearly $2 101 million (1.8%). The 
shares of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan in total trade with Ka-

zakhstan have been $1 055 million 
(0.88%), $475 million (0.59%) and $700 
million (0.40%) respectively. Adversely, 
in 2014 the trade value of Kazakhstan 
with Russia was about $18 908 million.  
Kazakhstan and its Central Asian part-
ners have also some common trade 
patterns. Kazakhstan tends to have a 
positive trade balance. Particularly, the 
trade balance with Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan was 
$64.9, $352.9, $232.5 $337.5 million 
respectively. This is basically caused by 
high exports in primary industries (such 
as crude materials, mineral fuels) and 
secondary industries (such as agricul-
ture and food products).  
Regarding the sectoral trade, Kazakh-
stan’s trade with Central Asian coun-
tries has similar characteristics. As for 
Uzbekistan, agricultural products and 
mineral fuels comprise $857.5 million 
(41%) and $396.6 million (18.5%) re-
spectively. However, the share of high 
value added products has been rapidly 
growing in the trade between Uzbeki-
stan and Kazakhstan. This is mainly 
caused by high imports of transport 
equipment from Uzbekistan.  
Kazakhstan’s trade with Kyrgyzstan is 
more diversified than with any other 
Central Asian country. Substantial part 
of the trade value between these coun-
tries is composed of agricultural prod-
ucts, manufactured goods, crude mate-
rials, machinery and transportation. But 
agricultural products have still the high-
est share in the trade between Kazakh-
stan and Kyrgyzstan. About $187.8 
million (17.8%) of the exports to Kyr-
gyzstan have been livestock and agri-
cultural products. 

On the other hand, Turkmenistan has 
had a much less diversified trade with 
Kazakhstan since 2011. Almost $189.8 
million (40%) of the exports of Kazakh-
stan to this country are machinery and 
transport equipment. However, $93.4 
million (19.7%) of imports of Kazakh-
stan from Turkmenistan are mineral 
fuels. Obviously, the main reason for 
this is high natural gas imports from 
Turkmenistan. The rest of the industries 
have negligibly small shares in the 
amount of trade between these coun-
tries. 
Kazakhstan’s trade with Tajikistan is 
even less diversified than with Turk-
menistan. Moreover, it is extremely 
unbalanced. The amount of exports to 
Tajikistan is almost 3 times higher than 
the amount of imports from this country. 
The dominant industries in the trade 
between Kazakhstan and Tajikistan are 
agricultural products ($324.2 million), 
mineral fuels and crude materials 
($263.5 million).  
Referring to the data provided by the 
UN Trade Statistics and the Agency of 
Statistics, it can be stated that Kazakh-
stan has been having an unusual trade 
pattern with her regional trade partners. 
There are two main reasons for this 
unusual trade pattern. First of all, Ka-
zakhstan’s total amount of trade with 
these countries is very low meaning that 
more steps should be taken to have a 
closer economic integration with her 
regional neighbors. Secondly, the trade 
between Kazakhstan and the Central 
Asian countries should be diversified 
mostly shifting to the value added prod-
uct industries. 
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• The President of Tajikistan Emomali 
Rakhmon met the President of South 
Korea Park Geun-hye on the side-
lines of the 7th World Water Forum 
in Daegu. Following the meeting, the 
parties signed five new cooperation 
documents, including intergovern-
mental agreements on air communi-
cation and on economic, scientific 
and technical cooperation.  

• The President of Russia Vladimir 
Putin and the President of the State 
of Palestine Mahmoud Abbas held 
an official meeting in Moscow. Dur-
ing high-level consultations states’ 
leaders exchanged their opinions on 
the current situation in the Middle 
East and North Africa, with an em-
phasis on especially Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen. 

• Presidents Barack Obama and Raul 
Castro held the first formal, face-to-
face talks between leaders of the 
United States and Cuba in over half 
a century. The meeting was held at 
the 7th Summit of the Americas, 
which gathered heads of state and 
representatives from all 35 countries 
in the Western Hemisphere. 

• Foreign Ministers of the Normandy 
Four countries (Germany, France, 
Russia and Ukraine) hold a meeting 
in Berlin. During the Normandy talks 
the parties discussed Kiev’s initiative 
to deploy a peacekeeping mission to 
Donbas.  

• The EU Commissioner for European 
Neighborhood and Enlargement Ne-
gotiations Johannes Hahn visited 
Baku. During the visit, the parties 
discussed the cooperation between 
Azerbaijan and the EU concentrating 
on the upcoming Summit of member 
countries of the Eastern Partnership 
in Riga.  

• Armenia’s Foreign Minister Edward 
Nalbandian had an official visit to 
Moscow. Talks between Nalbandian 
and Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei 

Lavrov focused on a wide range of 
issues in the Russian-Armenian co-
operation within the framework of the 
Eurasian Economic Union. 

• Second round of the Syrian talks 
was held in Moscow. Russia wel-
comed government representatives 
and some head members of the Syr-
ian opposition, who expressed their 
desire to set main principles of future 
mutual agreement. 

• More than 200 elderly and infirm 
Yazidis who had been holding cap-
tive by Islamic State militants since 
last summer were freed.  

• The President of Russia Vladimir 
Putin signed a decree to lift embargo 
on the deliveries of S-300 air de-
fense missile systems according to 
the progress achieved at the Iran 
nuclear talks in Switzerland.   

• Iran and Turkey have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on 
Small and Medium-Sized Enterpris-
es. The agreement was signed on 
the sidelines of a visit of the Presi-
dent of Turkey Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan to Iran. The leaders an-
nounced their desire to increase the 
volume of bilateral trade from $13 
billion to $30 billion in 2015. 

• President of Turkmenistan Gurban-
guly Berdimuhammadov and Indian 
Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj 
discussed on issues on implementa-
tion of the construction project of 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India gas pipeline during a meeting 
in Ashgabat.  

• The delegation from Iran headed by 
Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh visited 
China. During the visit officials from 
the Iranian National Petroleum 
Company held talks with Chinese oil 
customers attracting Chinese inves-
tors. Last year Iran-China trade turn-
over hit $52 billion and it is expected 
to surpass $55 billion in 2015.  

• Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov announced that Russia would 
provide financial help to Armenia to 
prolong the service period of the 
power unit of the Armenian nuclear 
power plant Metsamor. 

• According to the Customs Admin-
istration's report, Iran could resume 
gas condensate and petrochemical 
exports. The country exported over 
$14 billion worth of gas condensate, 
and $14.241 billion worth of petro-
chemical products last year.  

• Uzbekistan and the US have signed 
an intergovernmental agreement on 
cooperation to invoke Foreign Ac-
count Tax Compliance Act. The doc-
ument was signed by the US Am-
bassador to Uzbekistan Pamela 
Spratlen and Chairman of the State 
Tax Committee of Uzbekistan Botir 
Parpiev. 

• The President of Kazakhstan Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev signed a decree on 
the “Nurly Zhol” State program for in-
frastructure development on the 
2015-2019. 

• According to the National Statistics 
Committee, Kyrgyzstan’s industrial 
production grew 20.9% in the first 
quarter of 2015, with the Kumtor gold 
mine accounting for almost half of 
the total production.   

• An explosion has ripped through a 
chemical plant in south-eastern Chi-
na's Fujian province, sparking a ma-
jor fire. The plant produces paraxy-
lene, a flammable chemical used in 
polyester and plastics manufactur-
ing. 

• Turkmenistan has set up a new 
satellite communication company, 
Turkmen Hemrasy. 

• Christians all over the world cele-
brated Orthodox Easter on Sunday, 
April 12.  
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